1AP
ate the deaths of gray whales, researchers have been tracking where they wash ashore along their migration route from Mexico to Alaska. The
end summers in the Arctic, where they dine on crustaceans called amphipods that live at the seafloor. Each whale can consume more than
ds of food a day, amassing fat to fuel their yearly migration down to warmer waters off the Baja Peninsula, where they spend winters breeding
During their 24,000-mile roundtrip journey, the whales eat almost nothing. Only occasionally along the way will they stop at snacking
ing surface sea waters for squid, krill, crab larvae, and herring roe. Those snacks can often be enough for a whale to survive its yearlong fast,
e enough for a pregnant female to bring a calf to term,” Moore says, or produce enough nutritious milk to support the growth of the baby's
aking the trek back north. Sure enough, yearlings and adolescents accounted for most of the 2019 strandings.
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