TROPICAL TREES BEND, NOT BREAK
Tropical trees have adapted to the ravages of harsh storms. They are shorter than trees in hurricane-free zones, and many species are all

roughly the same height, so no individual tree rises above the canopy to be exposed to high winds. Here are other tactics Caribbean species
use to resist hurricanes:

SIERRA PALM

Palms and other tropical trees toss thglrleaves quickly

in a storm. With nothing left but trunk and Ia nches o

the tree presents a smaller target to the wm

TABONUCO TREE

In addition to dropping their leaves, tabonuco trees inter-
twine their roots to create a network to share nutrients
and form a strong anchor on exposed ridges.
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its fallen trunk. These sprouts grow into tree clones tha
at first rely on the original tree for nutrlents and water,
before sending their own roots into the s




